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“We found many attractive possibilities for the making 
of a delightful and quickly accessible arena for good 
climbing routes of moderate length on steep, sound 
rock.” – Jim Bell, Some New Climbs in the North-West, 
Scottish Mountaineering Club Journal, 1949

This is the escarpment due north of Kinlochewe, 
encircled on its western flanks by a band of Cambrian 
quartzite crags. The outlook over Slioch and down Loch 
Maree is stunning. The translation from the Gaelic refers 
to the prominent waterfall.

BEINN A’ MHUINIDH
(mountain of the heath/pissing)

WATERFALL BUTTRESS
The cliffs flanking the prominent narrow waterfall, Allt 
an Still (swift stream), though a bit broken, offer some 
reasonable routes amidst impressive settings.
Access: Turn north off the A832 towards Incheril 
0.3 miles/0.5km east of the Kinlochewe Hotel over a 
bridge. Turn left after a few hundred metres to park by 
the farm after a further 400m. If the parking spot is full, 
there is a larger (signposted) car park to the north-east.
Approach: Follow the track through the farm then the 
path heading north-west along the north bank of the 
Kinlochewe River to a fork in the path after just over 
2km. Take the right fork which leads to a small ravine 

after 400m. Slog steeply up the hillside to the base of 
the cliff. A much shorter approach, (saving 20 – 25 
minutes) can be made direct from Taagan, the small 
campsite/farm 1.5 miles/2.4km west of the village. 
Just beyond the farm, follow the track south-east, then 
towards the river. Head back downstream for a couple 
of hundred metres, then wade across the Kinlochewe 
River (wide and shallow at this point, just upstream of 
the ravine) to join the path near where it forks.
Descent: Down steep grass down the right (east) side 
of the waterfall.

NH 024 649 Alt: 300m

• 1   	Blanco 2	 90m Severe 4a 
FA Andy Nisbet (solo) 26 April 2005

Fine clean rock with very positive holds. Start 25m right 
of the waterfall at the right end of the low section of wall 
10m right of the end of waterwashed rock.
 	 1	 15m 4a Climb up left to finish up an exposed arête.

 	 2	 30m – Climb up clean walls with bits of 
heather until right of the second pine.

 	 3	 30m 4a Climb a large clean wall until it peters out 
then move left to climb another clean wall right of 
the chimney which bounds the rib of Tuit on the right.

 	 4	 15m 4a Finish up the final wall.

aFad 11/4hr
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• 2   	Chiaroscuro 2	 90m Severe 4a 
FA Anthony ‘Ginger’ Cain & P.Davis 25 July 1982

Steep and exposed climbing on good clean rock, though 
the start may be wet. Start on the black water-washed 
rock at the right side of the waterfall just left of a 
prominent corner. 
 	 1	 40m 4a Climb 10m up black rock on the left of 

the corner then move right into the grey crack in 
the corner. Follow this on superb holds to its top 
then move left up the wall to the first pine ledge.

 	 2	 50m 4a Climb directly behind the pine for a few 
metres then left towards the base of a rib with 
a detached block. Step left round the block into 
the corner and ascend this and the clean wall 
above, stepping left round a rib at the top.

THE BONAID DHONN

(brown bonnet)
The large buttress at the corner of Gleann Bianasdail. Its 
steepest and most compact part is a smooth wall in the 
centre, defined on its right by an obvious chimney-corner 
system (Safari VS) and on the left by a bulging buttress 
and corner-crack. At its best the rock is a compact 
immaculate Cambrian quartzite.
Approach: As for Waterfall Buttress to the base of 
the ravine then head up leftwards to a compact buttress, 
from where a good goat track leads leftwards along an 
increasingly exposed dwindling terrace round the corner 

to beneath the crag. The routes on the flanks (1, 2 & 
10) start next to the path. The remaining routes on the 
main face are all either approached by scrambling up 
about 60 – 70m of rock and vegetation from the path, the 
easiest line leading slightly rightwards, starting from 
beneath the central chimney-corner system. For the 
routes away from the flanks a better approach may be to 
gain the top and abseil in to the chosen route. To locate 
the abseil point, follow the cliff top north from the top 
of Waterfall Buttress to just below the highest point. 

NH 023 656 Alt: 460m aGabacad 11/2hr

 Karen Latter on 
the second pitch of 
Chiaroscuro.
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There is a slight bay (NH 022 657; 550m) beneath the last 
rise, marked by a cairn. Tucked under a small outcrop at 
the bottom right of the bay is a small exposed platform, 
from where the big south-facing sidewall of 9 North by 
North-West is visible. The abseil anchor requires large 
nuts and 8m of slings to reach the cliff edge. The abseil 
is 53m (60m ropes ideal), but possible with 50m ropes 
and a short scramble down with care.

Descent: There are no convenient descents – for 
the routes starting from the path, best to climb with 
rucksacks. Head north for 300m to a step down in the 
cliff top, then make a descending traverse south before 
scrambling down steep broken ground and heather to 
gain the goat track. Easier descents (with rucksacks) are 
also possible at the end of the cliff 1km further north, or 
the grass slope at the east end of Waterfall Buttress.

• 1   	Route 1 1	 130m Difficult 
FA Jim & Pat Bell 9 August 1946

The original route with a delightful airy top pitch. Start 
from the goat track, right of the main section of the cliff 
beneath a ‘beak’ of rock at the corner of the glen just 
beyond a recess under an overhang. 
 	 1	 30m Climb steep slabs to a recess at 20m 

then by the edge of a rock rib to a belay.
 	 2	 25m After a move to the right climb a 

wall from a huge square block for 10m. 
Easier climbing leads to a stance.

 	 3	 40m Climb up a rib then by a short steep 
wall. Continue up two consecutive 
steep ribs to easy ground (cairn).

 	 4	 35m Continue in the same line up the final crux 
wall, steep and exposed on small, square-cut holds, 
followed by 10m of final scrambling to the top. 

• 2   	Route 2 1	 110m Very Difficult 
FA Jim & Pat Bell 10 August 1946

Start about 100m left of Route 1 beyond steep walls 
and just before the rock becomes vegetated. Rounded 
ribs leading to a large overhang are visible above. Climb 
slabby walls for 10m then move left to climb the slabby 
ribs, passing the left side of the large overhang. Continue 
up towards the steep wall then traverse right about 20m 
to a chimney. Climb the wall right of the chimney then 
the chimney to above the overhang. Finish up the wall on 
the right leading to scrambling.

• 3   	The Creep 2	 70m HVS 5a 
FA John Cunningham & Bill March 13 May 1971

Good climbing, poorly protected on pitch 1.
 	 1	 40m 5a Move diagonally right, first crossing 

grass ledges then small rock ledges until close 
to the right arête. Move up to a ledge (PR) then 
directly up the wall to a roof. Belay on the right.

 	 2	 30m 4c Continue up the overhanging corner 
directly above, finishing up a fine steep crack.

• 4   	Dream Ticket 3	 60m E3 5c 
FA Tom Prentice & Charles French 17 July 1996

A stunning route up the immaculate wall right of Vertigo. 
“The rock is the finest quartzite around, compact and 

totally solid; the climbing pleasantly sustained and quite 
intimidating and the position superb.” – Prentice
Protection is good but spaced and a double set of cams up 
to 2" useful. Start at a large block at the base of the wall.
 	 1	 45m 5c Climb ledges to a prominent pair of 

thin cracks then move up and right to the left 
end of a long overlap. Return back left into the 
centre of the wall and continue to a small overlap 
level with the top of the Vertigo flake. Pull over 
this, climb the crack above and follow a scoop 
right to belay on the right edge of the wall. 

 	 2	 15m 5b Move back left and follow the right 
edge of the wall and easier ground to the top.
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• 8   	Superbug 1	 85m VS 4b 
FA Ross Jones & Andy Nisbet 14 May 2005

A direct line up the clean slabs on the left. Start below 
and left of a stepped corner.
 	 1	 40m 4a Climb the slab direct to the large flake.
 	 2	 45m 4b Move left and climb direct up 

slabs to break through a steep upper wall 
by flakes leading left. Step back right and 
finish at the top of the prominent arête.

• 9   	North by North-West 3	 45m E7 6b 
FA p1 Alastair Robertson, Paul Thorburn & Rick Campbell 19 July 
1997; p2 Paul Thorburn & Rick Campbell 20 July 1997

Climbs the steep right wall of the crest taken by A Walk 
on the Wild Side. Start on a grass ledge at the base of a 
wet corner, below a striking vertical crack.
 	 1	 20m 5c Climb the crack past a hollow flake 

until near the huge roof then follow the thin 
break out left to belay on a small ledge on the 
arête. (Anchors on the large ledge 4m above.)

 	 2	 25m 6b From just above the belay, follow a 
break dipping rightwards to the lower traverse 
in the roof. Follow this to a spike then climb the 
sustained right-slanting crack. Continue in the 
same line to gain a good hold at the top of a faint 
left-facing groove. Move up left to a break and 
follow this, pulling over a bulge onto the arête.

•10  	A Walk on the Wild Side 1	 110m Very Difficult 
FA Ian Rowe & Sandy Trees 2 July 1967

Good climbing up the crest of the bulging buttress left 
of the big left-bounding corner. Start on the path where 
the angle relents, right of the first overhung bay. Ascend 
broken walls. Walk up left on heather to gain the base of 
the buttress. Follow a line of cracks and grooves near the 
crest, easier to the left, to finish by a fine exposed wall 
on the crest.

• 5   	Vertigo 3	 70m E1 5b 
FA John Cunningham & Bill March 13 May 1971

In the centre of the wall is a fine flake-crack with an 
overhanging base. Low in the grade.
 	 1	 30m 4c Climb the flake-crack to small ledge.
 	 2	 20m 5b Traverse left and step onto a steep 

grey wall. Move up and slightly left to an 
obvious spike. Move up the wall above then 
make an awkward move leftwards into a 
shallow corner, which is climbed to a ledge.

 	 3	 20m 4b Climb direct over an overlap then trend 
rightwards towards an obvious easy corner. 
Avoid this by climbing the slab on the left.

• 6   	Balances of Fate 2	 65m E2 5c 
FA Charles French & Tom Prentice 17 July 1996

Another excellent route, starting up the wall left of 
Vertigo and finishing up the steep crack directly above. 
Start as for Dream Ticket.
 	 1	 35m 5b Climb up and left below the flake-crack 

of Vertigo. A small overlap guards access 
to the wall. Pull over at the narrowest point, 
continue straight up wall and follow a small slab 
to belay on top of the flake, as for Vertigo.

 	 2	 30m 5c Traverse right and climb a steep 
undercut crack to slabbier ground above. Follow 
the prominent diagonal crack through a steep 
bulge to an awkward exit. Follow the groove and 
easier ground to belay right of a large block.

• 7   	Stoater 2	 90m Severe 4a 
FA John Cunningham & Bill March 13 May 1971

Start at a wide flake-crack left of Vertigo.
 	 1	 45m 4a Climb the flake-crack. When this finishes 

climb the wall above to belay on a small rock 
ledge beneath a beak-shaped overhang.

 	 2	 45m 4a Up to the overhang, over this and up 
the wall above on excellent holds, moving right 
through an overlap, to the top of the crag.
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These crags lie south of the A832 west of Loch Maree 
on the rocky slopes of the small hill of Meall Lochan 
a’ Chleirich. They dry quickly due to their hummocky 
nature and this, together with the wonderful outlook 
over the sea and Baosbheinn makes it a very pleasant 
place to climb. Extensive planting of indigenous native 
tree species on the hillside as part of the Millennium 
Forestry Project is already transforming the open 
aspect of the lower slopes.
Access: Parking for a half-dozen cars is possible just 
off the A832 by the side of a green barn at the north 

side of the road at NG 856 721 just beyond the east 
end of Loch Bad an Sgalaig. This is 5.5 miles/9km 
from Gairloch, or 0.6 mile/1km west of where the road 
leaves the Slattadale Forest if travelling from the east 
through Kinlochewe.
Approach: Follow the track across the bridge heading 
south-east into the Flowerdale Forest (a deer forest, 
hence there are no trees!) towards Poca Buidhe for 
about 1km where the crags can be seen on the hillside 
on the left. Leave the track and cross two streams then 
steeply up the hillside to the crags. 

Stone Valley Crags

ATLANTIC WALL
NG 866 718 Alt: 210m
Well to the left of Rum Doodle Crag is a shallow 
amphitheatre with a short vertical back wall.

• 1   	Mutineers 1	 12m HVS 5a 
FA Blyth Wright, Lindsey Cannon & John Mackenzie 25 Aug 1997

Start to the right of the left edge of the crag. Go up a 
steepening wall direct to a short crack at the top. Turn 
this by a move on the left or climb it direct at 5c.
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 Photo Jim Buchanan, Wild West Topos.




